
Example 1: If 5 is subtracted from twice an unknown number, the difference is 13. Find the 

number. 

 2𝑥 − 5 = 13 

 2𝑥 = 13 + 5 

  
2𝑥

2
=

18

2
 

 ∴ 𝑥 = 9 

Example 2: The sum of three times a number and 2 is equal to 17. Find the number 

3𝑥 + 2 = 17 

3𝑥 = 17 − 2 

3𝑥 = 15 

∴ 𝑥 = 5 

 


