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ENGLISH HL         14 May 2022 

GRADE 12   REVISION ON POETRY QUESTIONS 
 

QUESTION 1: Essay question on A HARD FROST' – Cecil Day Lewis 
 

In the poem, A Hard Frost, the poet reflects on the cycle of life by exploring the 

effects of frost in winter.  

By close reference to theme, imagery and tone, assess the validity of this 

statement. (250 – 300 words in length i.e. one page)     
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QUESTION 2: A HARD FROST' – Cecil Day Lewis  

 
 

2.1 What does the word ‘hard’ in the title suggest about the frost?  (2) 

'Hard' implies a very harsh and harmful set of weather conditions. / It refers to a 

severe frost that occurs in particularly freezing/cold conditions; things are frozen, 

resulting in extreme damage being done to plants. 

[Award one mark for the weather condition and one mark for the effect.]  (2) 

 

2.2 Refer to lines 4 – 5: ‘White lilac on … loading the hedge.’ 
Explain the reference to the flowers in the context of the poem. 
These flowers typically bloom in early spring; however, it is not the flowers that have 

appeared overnight. Instead, it is the patterns created by the frost on the window, 

and it’s covering the landscape, that resemble these flowers. The presence of these 

illusionary flowers is part of the misconception that spring has arrived. 

[Award 2 marks for two relevant and distinct ideas.]     (2) 

 

2.3 Refer to line 10: ‘The sun looks … blaze with diamonds.’ 

Comment on the effectiveness of this image in the context of this poem. (3) 

The fields are illuminated with a bright intensity and appear to be on fire because the 

frost glistens when the sunlight first appears. The frost is compared to diamonds 

because it is hard and sparkles when the light strikes it. The fields suddenly glow 



3 | P a g e  
 

('blaze'), lighting up the scene as if a fire has broken out. The image conveys the 

transformation of the dreary winter landscape into a magical, precious wonderland 

which dazzles the eye. 

[Award 3 marks only if a comment is made.]      (3) 

 

2.4 Refer to lines 17 – 19: ‘But deep below…our future breathe.’ 

Critically discuss how the diction in these lines conveys the speaker’s 

message about the cycle of life.       (3) 

These lines convey the message that the natural cycle of life will prevail. The seeds 

represent fertility and are a reminder that, 'deep below' the frosty earth, there is the 

potential for life. Despite the firm hold which winter has on the frozen ground, the 

frost loosens the hard ground ('worrying the stiff clods'). This allows the soil to relax 

its hold ('unclenches their grip') on the seeds. This, together with the life-giving water 

provided by the thawing frost, allows the seeds to germinate. 

The death of winter will be replaced by the vitality of spring when the dormant seeds 

germinate, thus illustrating the inter-dependence of the seasons in perpetuating life 

and ensuring humanity's future ('lets our future breathe'). 

[Award 3 marks only if diction is discussed critically.]     (3) 

[10] 

More revision questions on the poem, A HARD FROST. 

1.  

 

 

 

2. 
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3. 

 

 

4. 

Explain why the changeling is a precocious image of Spring. 

 

5. 

 

 

6. 
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7. 

 

 

8. 

 

 

 

9. 
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10. 

 

 

 

11. 

 

 
 

QUESTION 3: VULTURES – Chinua Achebe  

3.1 Refer to lines 1–3: 'In the greyness/and drizzle of one despondent/dawn'. 

How do these lines contribute to the mood of the first section?   (2) 

The dark side of the vultures as described in Section One contributes to the 
downhearted/dull/gloomy/hopeless mood. 

 

[Award 2 marks only if mood is discussed.] 
 

3.2 What do the words, 'cold/telescopic eyes' (lines 20–21) suggest about 

the nature of the vultures?        (2) 

As scavengers, the vultures keep their kill within their sights. 'Cold' might 

suggest that the vultures are ruthless/calculating/emotionless. ‘Telescopic’ 

suggests the mechanical/robotic nature of the vultures, giving them the 

advantage of long-distance vision that ensures the protection of their spoils. 
 

[Award 2 marks only if a discussion of both 'cold' and 'telescopic' is offered.] 
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3.3 Refer to lines 30–35: 'Thus the Commandant … his hairy/nostrils'. 

Discuss the significance of this description in the context of the poem. 

 (3) 

The Commandant ends his day like any ordinary worker returning to his family 

after work. However, this Commandant has not had an ordinary day at work in 

that he has been directly involved in the atrocious sins committed against a 

huge number of people as indicated by the ‘fumes of human roast clinging’. 

This shocking/horrifying/repulsive description signifies mankind's inhumanity toward 

their fellow beings; this is similar to the description of the vultures in Section One. The 

vultures instinctively feed their bodies to survive however, man kills in order to satisfy 

his selfish desires. 
 

[Award 3 marks for two ideas well discussed OR three distinct ideas.] 
 

3.4 The concluding lines, 'Praise bounteous/providence … perpetuity/of evil' 

(lines 41–51) offers options for human behaviour. 

Do you agree with this statement? Justify your response by referring to 

imagery and/or diction.         (3) 

YES. 
The Commandant, who is referred to as the 'ogre', has an element of goodness for 
which one needs to be grateful/hopeful – 'Praise bounteous providence'. His 
humanity is seen as a 'tiny glow worm' which suggests that he has the potential for 
love. However, the reference to the 'icy caverns of a cruel/heart' creates a sense of 
despair/hopelessness as it is too little to transform the evil 'lodged' within him. Thus, 
he will continue to perpetrate/perpetuate evil. 

OR 
NO. 
A 'No' response is unlikely. However, treat all responses on their merits.] 

 
[Award 3 marks only if reference is made to imagery and/or diction.] 
[Award 3 marks only if candidates refer to both options.] 

   [10] 

QUESTION 4: THE GARDEN OF LOVE – William Blake 

4.1 Refer to line 1: 'I went to the Garden of Love'. 

How does the word, 'Garden' create an expectation in the mind of the 

reader?          (2) 

The reader will expect the speaker to enter an area/state of being that is 
open, free and beautiful. It is a place of peace and tranquillity. /The allusion to 
the Biblical Garden of Eden creates the expectation of spiritual perfection and 
natural beauty. 
 

[Award 2 marks for one idea well discussed.] 

 

4.2  Refer to lines 3–4: 'A Chapel was …'/'on the green.' 

Explain the significance of these lines in the context of the poem. (2) 

 The Chapel should have offered a joyful experience. However, the speaker is 
indicating how the Chapel and, by implication, organised religion has intruded 
on his pleasant, carefree childhood memories. The line indicates Blake's 
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disapproval of the invasive and destructive nature of authoritarian religion. 
 

[Award 2 marks for two relevant and distinct points.] 

 

4.3 Refer to lines 5–6: 'And the gates …'/'over the door'. 

Discuss how the diction in these lines contributes to the speaker's tone.  

                                                                                                                        (3) 

The words, 'gates' and 'shut' have connotations of restriction and loss of free 
will. In addition, they suggest a lack of welcome. The admonition, 'Thou shalt 
not' alludes to the Old Testament/Ten Commandments which forbade certain 
behaviours and reinforces the sense of restriction. This accounts for the 
speaker's indignant/angry/disappointed/dismayed tone. 
 

[Award 3 marks only if tone is discussed.] 

 

4.4 Refer to the final stanza: 'And I saw ...'/'joys and desires.' 

Comment on how these lines convey the central idea of the poem. (3) 

Instead of life flourishing ('flowers'), the garden is now associated with death 
as it is filled with 'graves' and 'tomb-stones'. The priests in black gowns are 
like sinister figures on patrol. These lines reflect the speaker's criticism of 
authoritarian religion's depriving one of joy. He sees such religion as cruelly 
restrictive ('binding with briars my joys and desires') of individual freedom and 
fulfilment. 
 

[Award 3 marks for two ideas/interpretations well discussed.] 

[10] 

 


